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A humble petition to keep
the Prince of Wales bridge
open has morphed into a fully-
fledged campaign dedicated
to raising its own improve-
ment funds.

The Ottawa Rail Bridge
Project, founded by resident
Aileen Duncan, plans to crowd-
fund $100,000 and lobby gov-
ernment officials of all levels
for more money to make the
bridge safe and accessible.

“I saw all the interest stem-
ming from the petition I real-
ized the petition is only really
good in so far as drawing
awareness to things and defin-
ing next steps,” said Duncan.

Duncan staged a “picnic

sit-in” on the bridge on Wed-
nesday night. She said it was
a success, even though musi-
cians and picnic-goers were
blocked from accessing the
bridge by police officers.
“We couldn’t go on the
bridge itself, but they were
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nice enough to let us hang
out by the rails on the ground
area,” she said.

The idea of putting the
bridge to use is not new to
the National Capital Commis-
sion or the City of Ottawa.
Both have mulled over the
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The Prince of Wales bridge spans the Ottawa River and hasbecomea polar scenic spo?,
despite no trespassing signs. HALEY RITCHIE/METRO L

possibility of using it to link
Gatineau and Ottawa, either
as a pedestrian-cycling bridge
by 2019 or a LRT connection
by 2031. :
The city’s 2013 cycling plan
estimates the cost to turn the
bridge into a pedestrian-cyc-
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I don't think we
should just put up
a gate for 20 years
and wait until we
decide what to do.
Aileen Duncan

ling path at $10-million, the
costs of which would need to
be shared by both cities —
something that has yet to be
agreed on, Right now the city
intends to close the bridge to
the public to protect against
lawsuits.

Campaign organizers
know the $100,000 wouldn’t
be enough to renovate the
bridge, but Duncan is hoping
the money will make it clear
there’s a strong public will.

“I don’t think we should
just put up a gate for 20 years
and wait until we decide what
to do,” she said. “The appe-
tite is right and there’s a lot
of federal funding being re-
leased right now for sustain-
able transportation projects.”



