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Re51dents are worried about los—
ing access to a “hidden gem” in
the city after Coun. Jeff Leiper
said the city was planning to
spend more than $100,000 to
permanently block access to the
Prince of Wales bridge.

His warning has prompted a
petition to keep the bridge open,
and on Tuesday a group of teens
visited the site for fear it could
be their last chance to do so-

“It’s disappointing because
it’s one of the only water spots
around. Everyone has so much
fun,” said Rebecca Marsan, 17,

*~ who brought her mom and
younger siblings to check out
the bridge on Tuesday.

Teens aren’t the only ones
concerned about the future of
the scenic spot.

“It’s a hidden gem in Ottawa,”
said Dennis Van Staalduinen,

who often brings his children
along on walks across the bridge.

“Rather than investing the
few million dollars it would take
to bring it back up to scratch,
we're talking about restricting
access to it?

“It’s just ridiculous to me.
Worst-case scenario just leave
it alone, don’t block it off be-
cause people can make their
own safety choices.”

On Monday, the city re-
sponded to the controversy with
a statement from general man-
ager John Moser.

“It is the city’s responsibility
to manage public safety in that
corridor,” it reads.

“A gate option has been pro-
posed as an option to further
secure the site. Its appropriate-
ness and its cost are currently
under review.*

Leiper called the vague word-
ing an “encouraging direction”
compared to his previous con-
versations with city staff.




